I N C R EDIBLE     CARNEGIE
leased on bail. The Crown very prudently neglected to
bring him to trial. Morrison became a popular hero,
was elected to the town counsel, later elevated to the
bench as a magistrate, and shortly thereafter appointed
Burgh Chamberlain. He was now Young Tom no longer
but dignified Bailie Morrison, a pillar in the community,
A contemporary sketch gives this fluid picture of the
stalwart Bailie:
Others of his co-workers may have surpassed him
in skill in catechising a political candidate whose
creed or program was defective in the sight of the
Radicalism in which he lived and moved and had
Hs being. But the scorn he ytnparted into his ironi-
cal "Hear, hear'* not even the most experienced
orator could listen to without obvious embarrass-
ment and evident apprehension of coming discom-
fiture; and no one could excel him in a speech pro-
posing an adverse motion. He was long known as a
terror to political wooers suspected of Toryism and
of political backsliding. He was correspondingly
helpful to the man who represented his views. If his
scornful "Hear, hear" frequently intimidated, his
hearty, jubilant cheer was equally effective as a
means of inspiration for both speaker and audience*
The same vehemence he displayed in his discussion
of municipal and local affairs. Self-seeking wrong-
doing he could not and would not spare. Accord-
ingly he had many heated and angry controversies*
If a neighboring territorial magnate dared in any
way to encroach upon the rights of the town, the
Chartist might safely be trusted to withstand him
to his face. Did a local employer of labor attempt
political oppression, he censured the abuse of power